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By now most investors are, I am sure, thoroughly exhausted by a deluge of opinions about 
what Donald Trump in the White House will mean to the global economy. However, the truth 
of it all is that nobody really knows! 
 
In my experience, mankind is extremely innovative. As a species we are able to accommodate 
widely-differing sorts of monetary and investment management systems and nevertheless 
continue to prosper just so long as those policies are consistent. But the trouble with Donald 
Trump seems to be which side of the bed he gets out of each morning. We just don’t know what 
REAL plans he has for the world and, many fear, that even The Donald has no coherent idea 
either. 
 
Nevertheless there are signs of optimism to be found for those who diligently search. Happily, that 
is why I am able to tell you that the investment concepts I have long adhered to seem to be 
making an excellent job of riding out the global storm of uncertainty. When, earlier this year, we 
started our latest research project aimed at creating an automated AI algorithm which could take 
over my role of managing the four Prospects portfolios, I was confident that we could teach 
computers to improve on my own long-term results. 
 
I was nervous, however, that the growth portfolio system we had created might be less robust than 
myself when the going gets tough in future bear markets. Of course it’s been just two months 
since we brought our new system into control and so it is a little premature to start crowing. 
However, the good news as illustrated below is that from September 1 to the present, our South 
African Prospects portfolio is continuing to climb relentlessly at a compound annualised rate of 59 
percent at a time when the JSE All Share Index has only managed 23 percent and the Top40 
Index is sliding downwards at minus 11.8 percent. 
 

 
In absolute terms, our computer-controlled portfolio is thus doing over 50 percent better that the 
market favourites and 30 percent better than the market as a whole. 



Similarly, we converted our New York portfolio to algorithmic control in September and there the 
performance is pictured in the graph below at an annualised rate of 194.7 percent since the 
change-over.  

 
Its performance compares equally favourably with the performance of the S&P500 Index which 
has over the same period delivered an annualised 46.8 percent as illustrated in my next graph: 
 

 
 
That’s an impressive 316 percent better than the market and, an optimistic conclusion that the new 
algorythm is fully delivering on our early research expectations. Accordingly I have elected to hand 
over the remaining two portfolios to the algorythm as I will detail further on. Nevertheless, like most 
of my readers, I will need to watch this new algorithm for many months before I gain sufficient 
confidence to entirely accept it as the answer to my own family long-term investment needs.  For 
now, however, it is clear that so far it is doing better than my wildest dreams! 
 

That said, our project to launch an algorythm-managed Unit Trust still has a long way to go to 

achieve critical mass of R400-million to invest. Without your support it cannot happen so please 

keep advising fund@sharefinderpro.com of the sums you might be prepared to invest in such a 

fund in order to satisfy the requirements of the inderpendant managers who have indicated their 

preparedness to take on the project. Nothing else is required of you at this stage other than an 

indication of what sums you have available to invest and so there is absolutely no risk involved in 

providing us with this guidance which I assure you will not be shared with anyone other than my 

direct team! 

mailto:fund@sharefinderpro.com


Meanwhile, the critical question for the immediate future is where markets are likely to trend in the 

next 12 months given the confusion – and guarded market optimism – surrounding perceptions 

that Donald Trump’s plans might be good for US investors. This is particularly pertinent since 

ShareFinder’s usually very accurate future projections have suggested that global markets were 

likely to go into decline from the date of the US presidential election. The graph below is how, last 

month, ShareFinder saw New York performing:  

 

And next, what the software now projects: 

 

Note that ShareFinder anticipated a sharp surge at the end of October, peaking on November 5 

and that the market actually peaked (for now) on November 11. So the software was correct with 

regard to market direction but wrong by six days. But the critical question is whether or not it will 

prove correct about market direction here and abroad over the next six months. This is particularly 

so regarding my own anticipation of events because I have created a lot of cash in all my portfolios 

in anticipation of being able to pick up bargains in the immediate future. Might I be about to lose-

out if ShareFinder is wrong about the future?  

 

What I can detect is that while ShareFinder last month saw a New York decline rate of eight 

percent, it has moderated that figure to minus 5.9 percent but it remains negative. Meanwhile 



locally, the software has been precisely correct with, as predicted, the JSE All Share Index having 

gone into decline from October 28 and the software continuing to predict weakness until mid-April. 

But do notice, however, the green/yellow long-term cycle projection which suggests that present 

weakening trends are within a long-term up-cycle which is only likely to peak next September: 

 

SA Prospects Portfolio 

In order to give readers a perspective of what ShareFinder sees in the months ahead for our SA 

Portfolio, I have juxtaposed below its projection graph with that of the JSE All Share Index. As you 

can see, the software senses that the Prospects Portfolio will continue making gains throughout 

while the Johannesburg market will be weakening until mid-December before staging a modest 

recovery and then weakening steadily again until early April.  

 

In the circumstances I am opting to cautiously re-invest half of  

our local cash over the next few weeks and will hold back the 

balance as a precaution because I fear that some wobbles lie 

ahead both politically in SA and in the troubled outside world 

where escalating wars hold the potential to disrupt the smooth 

flow of investment. On the right I have detailed ShareFinder’s 

proposed immediate strategy – note the buying ratios involved 

which maintain the weighting of the portfolio:  

 

Given that I launched this portfolio in January 2011, and that it has now breeched the R8-million 

mark, one might note that it has delivered overall, an average annual gain of 16.2 percent and is 

offering an aggregate dividend yield of 3 percent. That makes for a Total Return, for readers who 



have replicated it step by step down the years, of 19.2 percent. It represents a number nearly 

three times better that the Satrix 40 which remains South African’s favoured investment….. and 

my total argument for wanting to launch my own ShareFinder Unit Trust! 
 

Here is how the SA portfolio is currently structured: 

 
 

NYSE Prospects Portfolio  
Having added another $296 277 to its value in the past month to a new total value of $4 029 681 
this week, that new total represents a compound annual average gain of 26.2 percent since we 
launched it in 2019. In addition it has offered a median dividend yield of 2.89 percent to offer an 
annualized Total Return average return rate of 29.1 percent which, we believe, justifies its claim to 
be New York’s best performing portfolio. Here is its performance graph since we launched it in five 
years ago in September 2019: 

 
Here as well, the new algorithm and I have 
opted to reduce our cash and slightly re-
balance with the transactions detailed on the 
right. Accordingly our current New York 
holdings are detailed below: 



London Blue Chip Portfolio  
 

Buoyed by the success of the new algorithm in both the South 
African and New York markets, we have elected to allow it to 
similarly take control of our London and Australian portfolios.  
 
On the right I have tabulated the transactions we thus undertook 
on November 1 which has resulted in a completely transformed 
London portfolio. 
 
The resultant make-up is detailed below:  
 
 
 

 
Here our algorithmic intervention will hopefully help to stem the rout of the market which has 
become pronounced since it became apparent the new Labour Party Government intended steep 
tax increases in respect of the “Wealthy” - meaning ordinary folk who through thrift and 
determination have created savings in order to ensure that in their old age they will not be subject 
to the whims of government charity. The graph below details how this portfolio has performed 
since its launch five years ago last month: 

  
 
Hopefully the result will be a rebound above the green trend line which has detailed the five-year 
performance of this portfolio at compound 19.2 percent (compared with the LSE compound annual 
average growth rate of 2.5 percent) over the past five years 
 



Australian Blue Chip Portfolio 
 

Our ‘Down Under’ Prospects Portfolio, long our star performer, had been demonstrating until the 
new algorithm took over, a compound annual average gain of 32.26 percent since inception. In the 
brief period that ShareFinder has been in control that growth rate has accelerated as the following 
graph illustrates to an overall compound annual growth rate of 36.1 percent which together with a 
five-year mean dividend yield of 3.65 percent takes this portfolio to a record Total Return of 35.91 
percent. 
 
This is its performance graph: 
 

 
Nevertheless, ShareFinder has chosen to drastically modify this 
portfolio as detailed on the right. 
 

As a result, the portfolio now consists of the following: 

  
 

On the following pages we publish lists of the world’s top-performing shares which, we submit, should form the bulk of your 
investment portfolios in their respective countries or as suggested replacements for any in your portfolios that are achieving lesser 
growth rates than the ShareFinder Blue Chip average growth rates which head the lists. The shares listed in the first block of each 
list have been selected because of their investment grade quality, their very high dividend growth rates and superior investment 
safety.  
  
The second block of ten offers significantly higher dividend growth rates but at the price of a greater degree of investment risk. The 
shares listed in the third block have been selected because of their investment grade quality and their very high price growth rates. 
These offer superior investment safety. Finally, shares in the fourth block have been selected because they generally offer 
significantly higher price growth rates but at the price of a greater degree of investment risk: 
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New York Stock Exchange: NYSE 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



London Stock Exchange: LSE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Australian Stock Exchange 

  
 
 
 


