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This is a signal moment for our 37 year publication history because, for the first time an 
automated AI algorithm has taken control of our oldest virtual portfolio in a re-balancing 
exercise aimed at optimising its future growth. 
 
I have recently kept readers regularly appraised of the initiative in association with the 

development team at ShareFinder International to create an algorithm that will both replicate the 

share-selection processes which I have long employed and do them consistently better. And the 

results are plain to see in the recent performance of the South African Prospects portfolio depicted 

below in comparison with the JSE All Share Index: The contrast is dramatic with the Prospects 

portfolio having gained at a compound annual average rate of 89.7 percent since last October and 

the All Share Index having added 27.1 percent…….that’s 3.3 times better!  

 

That said, our project to launch an algorythm-managed Unit Trust still has a long way to go to 

achieve critical mass of R400-million to invest. Without your support it cannot happen so please 

keep advising fund@sharefinderpro.com of the sums you might be prepared to make available! 

 
 

Moreover, unlike most global markets which are currently projected to go into a decline from 

around November 5 (The date of the US election) ShareFinder projects our new SA Prospects 

portfolio will keep on gaining until at least the end of April. Here, as a comparison, is what 

ShareFinder projects is likely in New York in respect to the S&P500 Index: a steady decline at a 

compound annualised rate of minus eight percent: 
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And this is what ShareFinder projects the Prospects Portfolio is likely to do with the green trend 

line suggesting a compound average annualised rate of 65.3 percent through to at least the end of 

next April: 

 

Noting that the new algorithm not only selects the shares likely to perform the best in future, but in 

addition weights the proportion of each holding within the portfolio in order to maximise that 

potential performance, it took over from my own somewhat crude allocation at the inception last 

month, selling some which were overweight and buying others which were underweight in order to 

achieve the following ratios: 

 
 

In order to achieve this balance, it sold 112 Naspers @ R4 331, 1 210 Clicks @ R376.61, 890 

Shoprite @ R290, 1 625 Santam @ R364 and 2000 Standard Bank @ R237.38. 
 

Then it used the proceeds to buy 4 125 Firstrand @ R81.65, 52 Reinet @ R458.28, 2 000 Hudaco 

@ R190, 7 200 Afrimat @ R67.62 and 100 Capitec @ R3 080. 

 

Of course those were the transaction prices on October 4 when we processed them and they 

accordingly are different from the aggregate cost price per share in the right-hand column of the 

table. The nearest aggregate prices were in respect of shares like Hudaco where all previous 

holdings were only recently acquired. 

 



In addition, in order to keep track of the shares I discarded, I created a second portfolio which, 

though not maintaining anything like the performance of the re-formatted Prospects SA Portfolio, 

has continued to rise at a compound annualised rate of 17.6 percent since September 4 when we 

made the changes. Here below is its’ performance graph since then: 

 

 

Here, furthermore, is the break-down of this portfolio remnant since then:  

 

 
 
 
 



NYSE Prospects Portfolio  
Having increased fourfold in value since its inception towards the end of 2019 when we invested 
$1-million, our New York Prospects Portfolio this month reached $3.8-million and as the new 
algorithm takes control here as well, has been climbing at an annual rate of 40.62 percent as 
illustrated by the graph below:  

 
Fully confident because, over a 15-year back-testing process, the new ShareFinder algorithm 
comfortably beat my performance in New York, we completely liquidated the old one and handed 
over cash to the new automated system. So the following represents our new portfolio which 
ShareFinder predicts will largely sail through the coming period of weakness. However, just to be 
sure we have held onto 8.7 percent of the cash in order to be able to take advantage of any 
bargains that might present themselves in the early New Year. Here is the new portfolio: Note the 
gains since we bought on October 4: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



London Blue Chip Portfolio  
 

Contrary to the buoyancy of most global markets now that interest rates are coming down 
everywhere, London remains in a negative trend as befits a country struggling with an enormous 
current account debt and widespread speculation that “The Wealthy” are likely to be tapped to try 
and shore up Labour Party government coffers. 
 
As the following Financial Times 100 index graph makes clear, investors there have been selling 
down the market and, no doubt moving the proceeds off-shore while they can with the result that 
the index has been falling since mid-May. Note in the following graph that ShareFinder expects 
further weakness until the end of January when we will start to deploy our substantial cash pile to 
start buying shares selected by the new algorithm: 

 
Here is the current state of the portfolio: 
 

 
 



Australian Blue Chip Portfolio 
 

Our ‘Down Under’ Prospects Portfolio continues to be a star performer demonstrating a compound 
annual average gain of 32.26 percent since inception as illustrated in the following graph: 

 
Turning to Australia’s All Ordinaries index on the 
right, ShareFinder is sensing that along with most 
major markets some weakness is likely following the 
outcome of the US election on November 5, things 
are likely to turn positive once more from mid-
February and so, here I have elected to sell our 
weak performers, Enero Group @$2.31 Kip McGrath 
@$1.09 and Southern Cross Media @ $1.03 and 
Johns Lyng Group @$5.37 and Igo Ltd @ $12 and I 
am intent on continuing to gather income towards 
beginning to buy again in February. 
 
Accordingly, the portfolio now looks like this: 

 
 

 

 

On the following pages we publish lists of the world’s top-performing shares which, we submit, should form the bulk of your 
investment portfolios in their respective countries or as suggested replacements for any in your portfolios that are achieving lesser 
growth rates than the ShareFinder Blue Chip average growth rates which head the lists. The shares listed in the first block of each 
list have been selected because of their investment grade quality, their very high dividend growth rates and superior investment 
safety.  
  
The second block of ten offers significantly higher dividend growth rates but at the price of a greater degree of investment risk. The 
shares listed in the third block have been selected because of their investment grade quality and their very high price growth rates. 
These offer superior investment safety. Finally, shares in the fourth block have been selected because they generally offer 
significantly higher price growth rates but at the price of a greater degree of investment risk: 
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